UNIVERSITAT
BIELEFELD

Fakultat for Linguistik
und Literaturwissenschaft

French Intonation Questions with pourquoi
Open Podium EGG 2021

Wiebke Petersen
August 4, 2021

Bielefeld University



wh-Intonation-Questions in French

(1) ‘Why does she buy a book?’

a. Elle achéte un livre pourquoi?
she buys a book why

b. Pourquoi elle achéte un livre?
why she buys a book
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wh-Intonation-Questions in French

(1) ‘Why does she buy a book?’

a. Elle achéte un livre pourquoi?
she buys a book why

b. Pourquoi elle achéte un livre?
why she buys a book

- “traditional” analysis: LF-Movement (Shlonsky 2012,
Obenauer 1994, among others)

- difference between in- and ex-situ wh-Intonation
questions unclear
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Aoun 1986: Reason vs. Purpose Distinction

(2) a. Elle achéte un livre pourquoi?
b. Pourl offrira sa mere.
for it give to her mother
‘In order to give it to her mother’
#Parce qu’ elle aime lire.
because she likes read
‘Because she likes to read!
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Pourquoi elle achéte un livre?

#Pour ' offrira sa mere.

for itgive to her mother

‘In order to give it to her mother’
c. Parce qu’ elle aime lire.
because she likes read
‘Because she likes to read!
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Study Design

- acceptability study (n=27) with L1-Speakers
- conditions:

|wh—in—/-ex—situ X D-/Non-D-Linked x purpose/reason

1. Louise rend visite & son oncl que son cousin de 12 ans.
e train de fire un lvrejce qu'l n fat jamals pulsaul est dysiexique

1. Louise rend visite &
en train de lire un livre|ce qu'il ne fait que quand ses parents lui ont défendu de regarder la
pour
A%:D-Linked pas du tout tout a fait

naturel naturel S pes ot e
Louise demande & Henri :
/ in-situ Louise demande a Henri :
IHlit un livre pourquoi ? 00000000000
PoagaEe 7|
Henri lui répond :

/ Henri lui répond :
|lemnlnlwhdmn¢emnmrlluélésﬂe1 00000000000
Pour que sa prof lui donne une bonne note!

00000000000
purpose

—

00000000000
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Study Results

- reason vs. purpose ——
distinction not confirmed s ==
by the data ]

- seemingly no influence of -
D-Linking
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Syntactic Representation

- remnant IP-Movement (Munaro, Poletto & Pollock 2001
and related works)

- difference between in- and ex-situ: occupation of ForceP

(4)  a. [rorcep [groundp ] [ropp Top® [ipElle achéte ...il[rocp pourquoi;] [ip t;11]]

b.  [rorcer POUrQUOi;] [groundp ] [1opp Top® [ipElle achéte ...illroce tj] [ip ;11111
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Open Questions

- role of D-Linking
- influence of register
- transfer to other wh-elements/languages
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